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HISTORY & BACKGROUND

The Marton Sash and Door Company operated logging
and sawmilling operations in Waimarino / National Park
and Erua from 1925 until 1957. As was typical of the era,
small service towns and bush tramways sprouted up
across the land when native timber was logged.

As modern and economical technology provided
alternative methods of logging, these tramways were
left to disappear back into the landscape.

The area was rediscovered in the early 2000’s and
nurtured back to health by the community of Waimarino
/ National Park Village. Now flourishing with regenerating
sub-alpine bush, cyclists benefit from the gentle riding
tracks created from the former tramway cuttings and
routes.

The trail traverses the special landscapes of Erua.

Local iwi Uenuku have lived in the area for centuries and
continue to be an important part of the stories, community
and success of the area.

ROUTE NOTES

* Please do not cross or traverse the maintrunk railway
at any unmarked points. Follow the marked route and
enjoy a safe and enjoyable ride.

* The trail is a great family friendly ride. The surface is on
an old bush tramway and rides over sleepers and tree
roots or along sections of large stones (railway ballast) in
places - a suitable mountain bike will make this journey
more comfortable.

CONNECTING MAPS:
% FISHERS TRACK @ TE HANGARURU
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completed helps our funding
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Follow Station Road north, crossing the railway

line only at the formal road crossing, before turning
left onto Pehi Road. From here, the trail follows
alongside the North Island Main Trunk Railway
through a former service corridor rich in railway and
milling history. Please do not cross the railway line
at any informal access points.

After approximately 3km, turn right through the cycle
gate opposite the access from Mountain Heights Lodge.
From here, the trail climbs the escarpment created by the
Raurimu Fault — part of the Taupo Rift slowly pulling the
North Island apart.

Ride through cloud-like forest, through old cuttings, and
over sections where old timber sleepers — known as
corduroy — still sit beneath your wheels. These remnants
have been here for nearly a century, quietly holding the
story of the old tramway in place.

Shortly after the Otamaewa Stream bridge, you’ll reach

a junction. You can ride either way, but we recommend
turning onto the historic West Branch Line first. This
direction lets the story unfold as you climb gently through
the bush tramway landscape.

Along the West Branch, discover relics hidden among the
regenerating forest, including:

. a moss-covered water dam once used to refill steam
bush locomotives, known as “lokeys”

+ deep cuttings carved through pumice to ease the
gradient for heavily loaded bush trams

«  the site of a tragic jigger accident

+ remnants of skid sites where massive rimu logs were
loaded onto waiting bogies

By the late 1920s, these tramways formed part of an
extensive network used to extract timber from the forests
surrounding Waimarino and Ngatokoerua Scenic Reserve.
Steam-powered geared locomotives hauled giant native
logs through steep, muddy, unforgiving terrain — helping

fuel the growth of towns and communities across Aotearoa.

The Marton Sash & Door tramway was one of several
bush tramways in this area, including routes linked to

the Whanganui Sash & Door Company and other milling
operations. Together, they formed a hidden industrial
network through the forest — much of it now softened by
moss, birdsong, and regenerating bush.

At the top of the climb, exit the West Branch and turn
left onto Cuff Road. Follow the gravel road for exactly
1km, enjoying the open mountain views, including Mt
Hauhungatahi, before turning left again at the large map
sign onto the East Branch.

At 1,521 metres high and around 900,000 years old,
Hauhungatahi is one of Aotearoa’s oldest volcanoes.

It predates neighbouring Mt Ruapehu by hundreds of
thousands of years and stands as a powerful reminder of
the volcanic forces that shaped this landscape.

Continue through the East Branch, riding through a
unique mix of regenerating podocarp forest and exotic
test plantings established during the milling era. These
experimental forests were part of early attempts to
understand which timber species might survive in the
harsh volcanic plateau environment. Today, they create an
unusual and ever-changing backdrop of returning native
species, birdsong, and regenerating undergrowth.

This evolving landscape is also part of the wider vision
for Te Hangaruru — a growing trail connection being
developed in partnership with Te Korowai o Wainuiarua
across iwi land. Future links will connect this historic
tramway network toward Horopito, the Last Spike, and
beyond, sharing the stories, landscapes, and cultural
significance of this special place with future generations.

At the end of the loop, continue back toward Waimarino,
again taking care to cross the railway only at the formal
road crossing.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:

. This area is the traditional route of Te Korowai
o Wainuiarua (and Uenuku).

+  Thanks to the Splitt Family for allowing access across
their land and supporting the trail.

+  Thanks to our iwi partners we will soon be realigning a
section of trail.
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GRADE 3
A mix of

most riders with off road experience.
Trail well marked and maintained.

More details:
mountainstosea.nz/trail-grades/
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Discover your Mountains to Sea — Nga Ara Tuhono journey
*Mountain locations are for visual reference only.

Soon to be connected as
part of Te Hangaruru and
Pokaka ecosanctuary
(see new trails).
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e Parking
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e Food @ Information
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Please note: To access Uenuku Pines
Mountain Bike Park, you must purchase
a day license from Ruapehu MTB Club
first. (ruapehumtb.nz).
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To Fishers Track —>

Railway Crossing
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A line here. Look
both ways - live
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Erua Rd

DIRECTION

MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO THE TRAIL
AND SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCE VIA

OUR SHORT SURVEY.
SHARE YOUR PHOTOS & STORIES:

Generally ridden from
Waimarino return as a
loop. Follow the pink
markers for the official
maintained route.
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